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Homer and the Bronze Age 

John Bennet 

Framing the Question 

What do we mean by 'Homer and the Bronze Age'? In what sense, if any, is an eighth- century oral poet related to a period of Greek history — as defined by modem 
scholars — that ended some four- hundred years before his own day? Superficially the very idea that there may be any relation seems highly implausible and, indeed, 
seemed so until the archaeological discoveries of Heinrich Schliemann late in the last century. 1 Once Schliemann had declared that he had found Priam's Troy and 
Agamemnon's Mycenae, however, the idea that Homer in some sense preserved knowledge of events that could be situated in a Bronze Age world came to exercise 
a powerful hold on the scholarly and popular imagination. Indeed, Schliemann's approach — although not his archaeological methodology — laid the foundations for the 
systematic study of the archaeology of prehistoric Greece. 

In the wake of his discoveries, works such as Lorimer's Homer and the Monuments and chapters in Wace and Stubbings' Companion to Homer examined in great 
detail the relationship of the Homeric corpus to a 'real,' material world. Indeed a series of works under the general title Archaeologia Homerica has been underway 
since 1 967 in order to present just this type of data. A particularly strong case was mounted for the historicity of the Iliadic 'Catalogue of Ships,' notably by Page and 
by Hope Simpson and Lazenby. 2 Lorimer's conclusions, however, 

1 Schliemann (1875); (1880); (1881); (1884); (1885). There is now a large bibliography on Schliemann's methods (e.g., Calder and Traill [1986]; Traill [1995]), and on the 'treasure' lost 
since the war but now rediscovered in the Pushkin Museum (D. F. Easton, 'Priam's Gold: The Full Story,' Anatolian Studies 44 [1994] 221-44; 'The Troy Treasures in Russia,' 
Antiquity 69 [1995] 1 1-14). On the 'Homeric question' in general, see Turner (this vol.). 

2 Lorimer (1950); Wace and Stubbings (1962); F. Matz and H.-G. Buchholz (general eds.), Archaeologia Homerica: Die Denkmdler und das Friihgriechisches Epos (Gottingen, 1967-). 
The Catalogue: Page (1959); Hope Simpson and Lazenby (1970); Giovannini (1969). A good idea of the hold exercised on the popular imagination is the BBC- 
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